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bring artwork by Nicole Ayliffe, Susie Barnes, Joanna Bone, Tali 
Dalton, Evelyn Dunstan, Holly Grace, Tevita Havea and Daniela 
Turrin. “We choose always a mixture of the emerging and estab-
lished, with a view to those who have an experimental approach, 
challenging the material and often combining with unorthodox 
and different media,” says Cahill. 

Among these artists, Tevita Havea and Nicole Ayliffe are  
particularly exciting. Havea’s Canberra training mixed with his 
interest in the customs and culture of his native Tonga has 
resulted in stunning works which were first exhibited at SOFA 
last year and earlier this year at Wheaton where they sold out both 
to private and public collectors. “His work is a strong reminder  
of the contradictions of his old culture which is full of myths and 
the modern world in which he lives,” says Cahill. “His strong, 
seductive glass forms are bound by twine which is woven and 
applied to each piece in a variety of ways to arouse the senses.”

“Nicole Ayliffe’s optical landscapes offer another dimension  
to glass through photography,” Cahill says. She also noted that 
because the audience of SOFA is so varied, that the artists develop 
a higher appreciation of their work in a broadcast sense. 

 

Blue Rain Gallery—Santa Fe and Taos, New Mexico   

Newcomers to the biggest event 
in glass, Blue Rain Gallery will 
add something fresh and exciting 
to the offerings at SOFA 
CHICAGO 2007. “We are  
committed to promoting work of 
the finest contemporary Native 
American and regional artists,” 
says Janet Caldwell-Cannedy of 
this premier contemporary Native 
American art gallery. Blue Rain 
shows a wide variety of glass 
sculpture, glass vessels, pueblo 
pottery, paintings, bronze sculp-
ture, kachinas, and jewelry. A wide array of artists are represented  
by the gallery including the well-known Preston Singletary  
and Tammy Garcia, both of whom are among the most highly 
collectible artists working in the medium of glass. 

“Singletary, transforms Northwest Coast imagery into hand-
blown, sand carved sculptures of ravens, soul catchers, shaman 
rattles and more,” says Caldwell-Cannedy. Singletary is one of 
just a handful of Native Americans that work in glass. He has 
been a pioneer, using previously undeveloped etching techniques 
to revolutionize a new art form in glass sculpture with cultural 
influences. 

Clay artist Tammy Garcia has been pushing boundaries and 
exploring glass vessels for their powerful iconographic potential. 
Blue Rain Gallery will be featuring some of her exciting new 
work. “Tammy Garcia, with her unmistakable graphic style, 
brings ancient Native American symbols to life with colorful  
lead crystal sculptures, panels and glass vessels,” says Blue Rain’s 
Caldwell-Cannedy. Garcia’s work is on display in many museums, 
including the Smithsonian.

Tammy Garcia, Element III, 2006.  
Glass Sculpture Lead Crystal.
H 15 ½ W x 12 ½ D 3 ¼ in.


